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Marine Cultural Heritage and World Heritage sites in 

East Africa 

 7 April 2022 (10 am to 1 pm, UK)  

 

Marine Cultural Heritage, whether tangible or intangible traces of the human interaction with the marine environment, are integral values of many 
World Heritage sites along the coasts of East Africa. Sites like Mozambique Island could not be understood without this important historical 

connection with the sea (© W. Forsythe-Marine Cultural Heritage in Northern Mozambique-RftD) 

Overview 

Marine cultural heritage (MCH) represents all tangible and intangible traces of the human interaction with the marine 
environment. This includes the remains of sunken urban structures, shipwrecks, coastal archaeological sites but also 
traditions, knowledge systems and a variety of cultural expressions that define the identity of local communities in 
their use of the marine environment of history. Manifestations that are protected by a series of international legal 
frameworks like the UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage, the 2003 
Convention on the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage or, among others, the 1972 Convention on the 
Protection of the World´s Natural and Cultural Heritage. The Rising from the Depths Network (RftD) aims to harness 
the potential of MCH for the sustainable development of East African communities. Throughout its 27 projects, RftD 
has been able to identify ways in which the MCH contributes to the improvement of coastal communities’ livelihoods 
and has identified gaps and strengths in management approaches and policy development. Areas where the projects 
have worked include some of the most iconic World Heritage sites in East Africa like Lamu Old Town in Kenya, 
Zanzibar’s Stonetown and Kilwa Kisiwani in Tanzania or Mozambique Island in Mozambique.  

 The UNESCO World Heritage Convention underlines the duty of each State Party to ensure “the identification, 
protection, conservation, presentation and transmission to future generations of the cultural and natural heritage 
referred to in Articles 1 and 2 and situated on its territory” (Article 4). Each State Party needs to ensure “that effective 
and active measures are taken for the protection, conservation and presentation of the cultural and natural heritage 
situated on its territory” (Article 5), and this includes –although it is not stated but it is indeed assumed – the maritime 
areas and internal waters that are under its jurisdiction. MCH is part of that cultural heritage that needs to be 
effectively identified, protected, conserved, presented and transmitted to future generations.  

UNESCO and the Rising from the Depths Network organize this thematic workshop to explore the challenges, values 
and significance of MCH within World Heritage sites in East Africa with the aim of improving management practice 
and of drawing policy recommendations.  



Challenges 

The increase in coastal and marine infrastructure development in East Africa, together with an increase in the people 

living along the coast, and the development of important tourism strategies connected to each countries’ 

development agendas is placing an enormous pressure on communities and their environment, affecting their cultural 

identities, expressions and heritage. In most of East Africa, the extension of MCH is not yet known. This is due to the 

lack of appropriate capacities, protocols or management approaches that could carry out a systematic, inclusive and 

participatory inventory of the region´s heritage. The inability to register, understand and study the potential of MCH 

can be seen in its very absence from the different nominations of East African coastal sites to the UNESCO World 

Heritage list.  

Objectives 

This Workshop aims to create awareness of the MCH linked to World Heritage sites, and the threats it is facing. It 
should also investigate the synergies between different international charters like the UNESCO 2001 and World 
Heritage Convention. It will present the results from RftD projects in relation to World Heritage sites, and it will 
underline the importance of community-based integrated management approaches to natural and cultural heritage. 
The workshop also intends to:  

• Highlight the importance of people-centred practices for both the conservation of natural and cultural 
heritage sites, and the resilience of local communities. 

• Raise awareness among policy-makers, heritage practitioners, World Heritage site managers and local 
communities of the potential of MCH in the design and implementation of management plans and 
strategies. 

• Strengthen dialogue and exchange between experts in the region, consolidating a Network of MCH 
specialists. 

• Identify scientific and management gaps in MCH and World Heritage preservation and conclude with a 
series of recommendations and needed actions to inform the elaboration of policy briefs that could guide 
UNESCO Member States in the Region. 
  

Participation and Registration 

The Workshop is open to all those who want to attend prior registration. You can participate in the workshop by 

registering HERE 

 

Provisional Programme 

10:00 Opening remarks 
 

Prof. Hubert Gijzen, UNESCO Regional Director for East Africa and representative to Kenya 
Dr Jon Henderson, Principal Investigator RftD, University of Edinburgh 
 

10.15 Session 1 (10’ each) – MCH and World Heritage in East Africa 
 
Moderated by Arturo Rey da Silva, University of Edinburgh, ICOMOS-ICUCH 

 

• The UNESCO World Heritage Convention and the Regional Action Plan for Africa (2021-
2022) 
Muhammad Juma, UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

• Africa and the UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural 
Heritage  
Ulrike Guérin, UNESCO Secretariat for the 2001 Convention 

• Marine Biocultural Heritage in East Africa. Connecting Nature and Culture within heritage 
management frameworks 
Georgia Holly, University of Edinburgh 

• African World Heritage Fund. Exploring strategies to preserve MCH of WH sites 
Albino Jopela, African World Heritage Fund 

 
 Discussion 
 

https://ed-ac-uk.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfuCsrTsuGNcdO0OJ2s3FAQOTO6ZC40gY


Coffee Break 

Session 2 (10´each) – Case Studies 

 
Moderated by Judith Ogana, UNESCO Regional Office East Africa 

 

• Marine Cultural Heritage preservation in East Africa. A Policy Analysis 
Arturo Rey da Silva, University of Edinburgh, ICOMOS-ICUCH 

• Coastal Cultural Heritage Conservation and Sustainable Development on classified sites in 
Kenya 
Wycliffe Omondi, University of Edinburgh 

• Stonetown and the importance of the Marine Cultural Heritage of Zanzibar, Tanzania  

Mark Horton, Royal Agricultural University  
• Marine Cultural Heritage in Kilwa Kisiwani 

Elgidius Ichumbaki, University of Dar es Salaam  

• Mozambique Island and its marine cultural landscape 
Ricardo Duarte, Eduardo Mondlane University 

 
Discussion 
 

12.50 Final Remarks and Recommendations 
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